Deposed Arias Takes 
Embassy, Staff Retreats 
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. Panama’s deposed President 
flew into town yesterday, and 
Washington locksmiths wish 
visits like bis would come 
more often. 

President Arnulfo Arias ad- 
vanced upon the Panamanian 
embassy the moment he hit 
town, ignoring the fact that 
the junta which overthrew 
him Oct. 11 considers the place 
its own. Part of the Embassy 
staff withdrew to a lesser 
building. 

Harassed secretaries kept 
score for newsmen on who 
had opted for Arias in the big 
but bedroomless embassy on 
39th Street nw. and who had 
gone around the corner to a 
smaller building on McGill 
Terrace to take pot luck with 
the junta. 

The State Department, re- 
lieved that Arias had left the 
XJ.S. Canal Zone on an Air 
Force C-118 plane hut less 
happy that he decided to come 
, straight to Washington, hoped 


that things might be clarified 
by a social call from Ambassa- 
dor Guillermo Sevilla-Saeasa 
of Nicaragua, dean of the dip- 
lomatic corps here. 

The affable Sevilla-Saeasa 
dropped in, watched some 
locks being changed while he 
waited for a 20-minute visit 
with Arias, and then assured 
newsmen he did not ask Arias 
to vacate the embassy. 

“But, of course, he may 
leave,” he added expansively. 
“If is possible. Anything is 
possible . . . My advice to you 
is to be patient.” 

One of Arias’s first an- 
nouncements from the Em- 
bassy was that he had come to 
state his case before the Coun- 
cil of the Organization of 
American States. 

Secretary General Galo 
Plaza of the OAS told the Na- 
tional Press Club at noon that 
if he were asked, he would put 
Arias’s plea before the Coun- 
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cil. Plaza may have to do that 
on his own initiative, sources 
said, because other Latin na- 
tions are reluctant to invite 
OAS inquiry into their domes- 
tic affairs. 

None of these concerns 
seemed to bother Arias, a Har- 
vard-trained man who had led 
his party of four on a 10 a.m. 
entry through an embassy side 
door when no one answered at 
the heavily grilled! front en- 
trance. 

“This is my embassy and I 
am the President,” he told 
newsmen in a lofty, Spanish- 
style living room. “I will live 
here as long as necessary.” 

Arias, traveling on a diplo- 
matic passport, brought with 
him his nominee for Ambassa- 
dor to the OAS, Dr. Humberto 
•Calamari; Jacob Salas, chair- 
mani of the National Assem- 
bly; 'and 1 Dr. Hildebraindo Nico- 
sia, a confidante and cabinet 
aide. 

Calamari’s presence raises a 
(problem of protocol for the 
OAS because the junta’s nomi- 
nee, Dr. Narciseo Garay, is al- 
ready in Washington. 

Arias was warmly greeted at 
the embassy ,by the military 
attache, Col. Abel Quintero, 


the top man who sided with 
him. 

Presumably ■ (the charge 
d’affaires, Dr. Arturo Morgan 
Morale, chose the other side. 
“We haven’t seen him here all 
day,” a secretary said. Nor was 
there any sign of Miguel A. 
Corro, 'Commercial counselor 
and the junta’s nominee to the 
United Nations. 

At the junta building one 
door away that serves as of- 
fices for the OAS 'delegation, a 
State Department protocol of- 
ficer came to the door, which 
bore a weathered Yale lock 
and a shiny new brass one 
above it, but wouldn’t open iit 
very far. 

He said that the occupants 
— whom he would .not name' — 
preferred not to 'answer ques- 
tions at the moment. 

Next door, Arias had dis- 
missed as “absurd” the notion 
that he would form a igtovem- 
me;nt-in-exile. “But I am the 
government,” hie protested. 

So far Arias has not sought 
political asylum from the 
State Department, which has 
suspended relations with the 
Panama administration since 
the coup by the National 
Guard. 

He said he decided to leave 
the Canal Zone run by the 
U.S. to sparehis countrymen 
further bloodshed. 


